
EnvS 6842: Methodology for Socio-Environmental Research 
 
Syllabus for Autumn 2021 
 
MEETING TIME AND PLACE: 3-4:15 pm in Engineering 304 

INSTRUCTOR: Dr. Stefani Crabtree. Assistant Professor, Dept. of Environment and Society 
(EnvS). Email: stefani.crabtree@usu.edu. Office: NR 367.  

COURSE DESCRIPTION: 
In this survey course students are exposed to qualitative, quantitative, and mixed methods. 
This course introduces these topics to students so they can know which methods to employ 
in their research. Recommended for first semester graduate students. 
 

KEY LEARNING OBJECTIVES:  

At the conclusion of this course students will be able to: 

Understand different methodologies used in the social sciences. 

Articulate how methods can help them answer research questions that can lead to greater 
theoretical understanding 

Identify when and where to use different scientific methodologies 

COURSE REFERENCE MATERIALS:  

Everything you need will be uploaded to Canvas 

FINAL EXAM: None 

CANVAS: All course-related information will be posted on our Canvas website. The 
“announcements function” will also be used to send out emails to everyone concerning 
various items of interest.  

Students are expected to be able to access Canvas without exception. If a student’s device 
or browsing software does not allow reliable access to Canvas, other devices or software 
must be used. If students have questions about using Canvas, please see the instructor or 
the teaching assistants.  

GRADING: The total possible points for this course will be about 400. Final letter grades 
will be roughly based on the traditional point scale based on the percentage of total 
possible points achieved. For example, the typical scale would be: A (93–100%); A- (90–



92%); B+ (87–89%); B (83– 86%); B- (80–82%);C+ (77–79%); C(73–76%);C- (70–72%); 
D (60 – 69%); F (Below 60%).  

Final grades, however, may be curved depending on overall student performance.  

Contesting Grades 
As you have access to your grades throughout the semester, grade changes will not be 
entertained once final grades have been posted. If you have concerns with the grading of an 
assignment/exam, it is your responsibility to talk to me no more than two weeks after you 
receive the graded version of the assignment/exam.  Later than this, and I will not entertain 
a grade change.  Do not wait to bring all of your assignments/exams in during finals week 
in an attempt to get a grade change.   
 
Emails 
I will respond to emails during regular business hours, within 48 hours of receiving it. Do 
not expect a response to your email directly before class, late at night, or over the weekend. 
Speaking with me before/after class or during office hours is often more effective than an 
email communication. 
 
Academic Integrity 

All students are responsible for reading and understanding the Utah State University 
Standards of Conduct for Students. When submitting an assignment to satisfy course 
requirements, you are indicating that it is your own, original, work. Failure to acknowledge 
your use of other works is plagiarism. Academic dishonesty will not be tolerated. Academic 
dishonesty of any form will result immediate failure of the course. 
https://studentconduct.usu.edu/studentcode/article6  

Plagiarism: Anyone found guilty of plagiarism will receive a zero for the given assignment 
and will be reported to the office of the Dean of Students without exception. Please refer to 
Utah State University’s official statement on academic integrity standards and procedures. 
If you don’t know what plagiarism includes, then ask. Ignorance is not a valid excuse. 

All students deserve to be in a safe atmosphere free of discrimination, sexual misconduct, 
or other ill-advised behaviors. Problems should first be reported to the instructor, and he 
or she may recommend other contacts or resources at USU as needed. The instructor will 
not hesitate to enforce a strict code of ethical conduct in class.  

Disability Resource Center (DRC): USU is required by law to help disabled students 
participate fully in all programs, activities, and services. If you have a disability, 
documented by the DRC, that requires note-takers, interpreters for the deaf, extended 
testing time, etc., let the instructor know as soon as possible. The DRC may also help 
provide course material in alternative formats like large print, Braille, and diskette. See the 
DRC web site http://www.usu.edu/drc/ 6  



Counseling: USU offers an excellent counseling center (TSC 306) on campus for individuals, 
groups, and couples. Services include consultations, crisis appointments, and therapy 
animals are on site. All services are confidential and most are free of charge. See the USU 
web site http://counseling.usu.edu/  

Student Rights and Responsibilities: You can learn more about your student rights by 
reading the Code of Policies and Procedures for Students at Utah State University. This can 
be found at: http://www.usu.edu/studentservices/studentcode/  

Emergency Procedures: In the case of an emergency involving a fire, earthquake, chemical 
spill, threatening weather, active shooter, etc., all students and faculty will be notified via 
the USU CODE BLUE system via electronic messaging to phones, laptops, etc. Additionally, 
fire may be announced in any given building by a traditional alarm system. For situations 
requiring evacuation, an orderly and appropriately timed exit will be organized by your 
instructor and the teaching assistants. In contrast to evacuation, an active shooter situation 
on campus typically requires that everyone remain in the classroom. The procedure for 
large, auditorium-style rooms includes: (1) Turning out all lights; (2) having students 
remain seated or seeking cover under desks; and (3) closing and securing the main doors 
(as possible) from the inside. Students can then monitor the situation on their phones.  

Late Work:  Sometimes things happen in life that preclude your ability to come to sit an 
exam. Please email me before the due date to let me know what happened and I will do my 
best to accommodate you. This is not a free pass for skipping work because you didn’t feel 
like coming; be courteous to your classmates who do experience deaths in the family or 
severe health problems. This is the honor system, but know I won’t penalize you for dealing 
with a major life event.



 

Tuesday Thursday 
Week 1 
November 9 

November 11 

What are Social Science Methods and 
why the heck should we care about 
them? 
 
In class: self-introductions, some lecture 
by Crabtree, discussion of chapters 1 and 
2. 
 
 
Read Ch 1 & 2 Bhattacherjee 

Linking methods to research. How to get 
beyond “I’m doing a survey” to the why of 
doing survey. 
 
In class: short lecture by Crabtree 
Discussion of chapters and NSF methods 
 
 
Read Ch 3 & 4 Bhattacherjee 
Read short 2 page NSF methods proposal 

Week 2 
November 16 

November 18 

Qualitative Methods, an introduction 
 
In class: discuss ethnographic methods  
 
 
 
Read Naidoo Ethnography 

Qualitative methods, more information 
 
In class: setting up Ipsos and other panels 
 
 
 
Assignment due Friday Nov 19 by 5pm: 
write ethnographic notes on a film of your 
choice 

Week 3 
November 23 

 
November 25 

Camera Traps and other kinds of big 
data; how do we deal with that? 

 
 
 
Assignment due Thursday: EAT TURKEY or 
other festive food of your choice 

Week 4 
November 30 

 
December 2 

Quantitative Methods 
 
In class: Discuss the changing face of 
quantitative social science  
 
 
 
 
 
Read Lazer 2020 

Agent-based modeling 
 
In class: discuss articles, breakout rooms for 
working on the model in tutorial 1 
Explore TRACE model 
 
Read 3 short articles: Romanowska et al. 
2019; Davies et al. 2019 ; Crabtree et al. 
2019 
Do tutorial from article 1 



 
Week 5 
December 7 

 
December 9 

Network analysis in social science 
 
In class: discuss why network science is 
helpful. Breakout rooms for working on 
tutorial 
 
 
 
 
Do Networks in Cytoscape Tutorial 

Course Wrap Up 
 
In class: pick apart NSF methods sections. 
How does the how relate to the why? 
Wrap up 
 
 
Read a few more NSF methods sections 
Write your own 1.5 page methodology of 
your work  
Due Tuesday December 14 by 5pm 
following this format 

 


