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Instructor   
Dr. Sarah Null    
Email: Canvas email   
Office Hours: By appointment and Wednesdays 10:00-11:00. NR 354 or Zoom: 
https://usu-
edu.zoom.us/j/7554968132?pwd=V1lIUk9zdXhDSWVvVUxCRDF5R0Zodz09 
Meeting ID: 755 496 8132 
Passcode: fishtacos 
 
Course Website: Canvas (https://canvas.usu.edu/) 
Course Materials: 

• Mason et al. - Physical Geography: The Global Environment (5th Edition) 
• Weekly quizzes will be assigned on Canvas. 
• Lectures will be posted for the duration of the course on Canvas 

Questions: Ask them!  Use Canvas email. 
 
Online Asynchronous Format 
You will complete this course online through Canvas. We do not meet in person and 
there is no scheduled course meeting time. A computer and internet connection are 
essential.  A webcam and microphone may be required for office hours, projects, or 
to discuss course content online with classmates. 
 

 
 

Geography 1000 - Physical Geography 
Fall 2022 

Online asynchronous course 

Course Objectives 
1.  Gain a basic understanding of 
the subject (e.g., factual 
knowledge, methods, principles, 
generalizations, theories). 
2.  Learn to apply course 
material to improve thinking, 
problems solving, and decisions. 
3.  Develop specific skills, 
competencies, and points of 
view needed by professionals in 
the field. 

 

https://usu-edu.zoom.us/j/7554968132?pwd=V1lIUk9zdXhDSWVvVUxCRDF5R0Zodz09
https://usu-edu.zoom.us/j/7554968132?pwd=V1lIUk9zdXhDSWVvVUxCRDF5R0Zodz09
https://canvas.usu.edu/
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What is Physical Geography? 
Physical geography is an interdisciplinary natural science that explores Earth’s 
systems (the atmosphere, lithosphere, hydrosphere, and biosphere) and the 
linkages between them.  It is the science concerned with the interaction of the 
physical elements and processes that make up the environment: energy, air, water, 
weather, climate, landforms, soils, animals, plants, and Earth.  Students in the course 
gain understanding of the physical world surrounding them.  Students learn through 
online lectures, watching films and videos, answering online questions, and 
completing course readings. 
 
Grading 
Weekly Canvas quizzes – Quiz 
questions are assigned with each 
lecture.  Each question is worth 1 
point.  Canvas quizzes may be 
done anytime throughout the 
week, and the week’s’ quizzes are 
due each Friday by 5:00 pm.  Questions are open book and open note.  Use these 
quizzes to gauge your understanding of lecture content and to look at your notes 
and review concepts weekly.  
 
News articles – Students will find current news articles about physical geography 
topics, post them to canvas, and describe how the article relates to physical 
geography.  More specific instructions will be provided to students later in the 
course. 
 
Mid-term exam – The midterm will be given via Canvas quizzes the week of Oct 17 – 
21.  It is due Friday, October 21 at 5:00 pm and is worth 200 points.  It will be a 
timed 60-minute exam, with random questions for each student from a question 
bank.  Since it is timed, I highly recommend you study prior to the exam and create a 
notecard or note sheet to use during the exam.  You are expected to work 
independently on the midterm exam. 
 
Final exam – The final is comprehensive and will cover all course material.  The final 
will be given via Canvas quizzes the week of Dec 12 – 16.  It is due Friday, December 
16 at 5:00 pm and is worth 200 points.  It will be a timed 120-minute exam, with 
random questions for each student from a question bank.  Since it is timed, I highly 
recommend you study prior to the exam and create a notecard or note sheet to use 
during the exam.  You are expected to work independently on the final exam. 
 
Letter grades will be assigned based on total points. Attaining 90% will guarantee at 
least an A-, 80% a B-, 70% a C-, and 60% a D-.   
 
 
 

Assignment Points 
Weekly Canvas quizzes 140 pts 
News articles 60 pts 
Midterm 200 pts 
Final 200 pts 
Total 600 points 
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Make-up Policy 
Missed exams, Canvas quizzes, assignments, and projects are excused for 
emergencies, sickness, or excused absences (e.g., coach’s letter for athletes…).  
Students should provide documentation showing why they are unable to take exams 
or Canvas quizzes for a week (e.g., doctor’s note, court date notice, letters from 
coaches for athletes…). Since students have at least a week to complete all 
assignments, make-ups will not be given for forgetting assignments, work conflicts, 
or internet connectivity problems. Plan ahead and give yourselves a buffer in case 
you feel poorly late in the week.   
 
If you have a positive COVID-19 test and are experiencing COVID-19 symptoms that 
interfere with coursework, contact Dr. Null to discuss accommodations to complete 
assignments.   
 
Academic Integrity 
The University expects that students and faculty alike maintain the highest 
standards of academic honesty. The Code of Policies and Procedures for Students at 
Utah State University (Student Conduct) addresses academic integrity and honesty 
and notes the following: 

• Students have a responsibility to promote academic integrity at the 
University by not participating in or facilitating others' participation in any 
act of academic dishonesty and by reporting all violations or suspected 
violations of the Academic Integrity Standard to their instructors. 

• To enhance the learning environment at Utah State University and to develop 
student academic integrity, each student agrees to the following Honor 
Pledge: "I pledge, on my honor, to conduct myself with the foremost level of 
academic integrity". Violations of the Academic Integrity Standard (academic 
violations) include, but are not limited to cheating, falsification, and 
plagiarism. 

 
Plagiarism includes knowingly "representing by paraphrase or direct quotation, the 
published or unpublished work of another person as one's own in any academic 
exercise or activity without full and clear acknowledgment." Cheating includes 
providing others with assistance in taking examinations, substituting for another 
student or permitting another student to substitute for oneself in taking 
examinations, or engaging in any form of academic fraud.  The penalties for 
plagiarism and cheating are severe. They include warning or reprimand, grade 
adjustment, probation, suspension, expulsion, withholding of transcripts, denial or 
revocation of degrees, and referral to psychological counseling. 
 
Sexual Harassment 
Utah State University is committed to creating and maintaining an environment free 
from acts of sexual misconduct and discrimination and to fostering respect and 
dignity for all members of the USU community. Title IX and USU Policy 339 address 
sexual harassment in the workplace and academic setting. 
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The university responds promptly upon learning of any form of possible 
discrimination or sexual misconduct. Any individual may contact USU's Affirmative 
Action/Equal Opportunity (AA/EO) Office for available options and resources or 
clarification. The university has established a complaint procedure to handle all 
types of discrimination complaints, including sexual harassment (USU Policy 305), 
and has designated the AA/EO Director/Title IX Coordinator as the official 
responsible for receiving and investigating complaints of sexual harassment. 
 
Accommodations for Students with Disabilities 
USU welcomes students with disabilities. If you have, or suspect you may have, a 
physical, mental health, or learning disability that may require accommodations in 
this course, please contact the Disability Resource Center (DRC) as early in the 
semester as possible (University Inn # 101, 435-797-2444, drc@usu.edu). All 
disability related accommodations must be approved by the DRC. Once approved, 
the DRC will coordinate with faculty to provide accommodations. 
 
Mental Health, Stress Management, Feeling Isolated 
Mental health is critically important for the success of USU students. As a student, 
you may experience a range of issues that can cause barriers to learning, such as 
strained relationships, increased anxiety, alcohol/drug problems, feeling down, 
difficulty concentrating and/or lack of motivation. These mental health concerns or 
stressful events may lead to diminished academic performance or reduce your 
ability to participate in daily activities. Utah State University provides free services 
for students to assist them with addressing these and other concerns. You can learn 
more about the broad range of confidential mental health services available on 
campus at Counseling and Psychological Services (CAPS). 
 
Students are also encouraged to download the “SafeUT App” to their smartphones. 
The SafeUT application is a 24/7 statewide crisis text and tip service that provides 
real-time crisis intervention to students through texting and a confidential tip 
program that can help anyone with emotional crises, bullying, relationship 
problems, mental health, or suicide related issues. 
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 Rough Schedule 
 Date Topic and Reading Unit Deadlines 

W
k 

1 Aug 29 Class policies, syllabus, and expectations  
Aug 31 Unit 2 & 3 – Planet Earth  
Sept 2 Unit 4 – Earth-Sun Relationships Canvas quizzes 

W
k 

2 Sept 5 Labor Day Holiday No class 
Sept 7 Earth’s orbit (online film)  
Sept 9 Unit 5 - Radiation and Heat Balance Canvas quizzes 

W
k 

3 

Sept 12 Unit 6 – Composition and Structure of the 
Atmosphere 

 

Sept 14 Unit 7 & 8 - Temperatures of the Lower 
Atmosphere, Air Pressure and Wind 

 

Sept 16 Unit 9 – Circulation of the Atmosphere Canvas quizzes 

W
k 

4 

Sept 19 Unit 10 - Circulation of the World Ocean  
Sept 21 Unit 11 – Atmospheric Moisture and Water 

Balance 
 

Sept 23 Unit 12 – Precipitation, Air Masses, and Fronts Canvas quizzes 

W
k 

5 

Sept 26 Unit 13 – Weather Systems  
Sept 28 Storms (online film)  
Sept 30 Units 14-17 – Climate Classification & 

Regionalization 
News article 1; 
Canvas quizzes 

W
k 

6 

Oct 3 Unit 18 – Natural Climate Change  
Oct 5 Climate Change (online film)  
Oct 7 Unit 19 – Global Warming & Human Impacts on 

Climate 
Canvas quizzes 

W
k 

7 

Oct 10 Unit 27 - 29 – Planet Earth in Profile, Igneous, 
Sedimentary & Metamorphic Rocks 

 

Oct 12 Unit 30 & 31 – Plates of the Lithosphere, Plate 
Movement: Causes and Effects 

Canvas quizzes 

Oct 14 Fall break No class 

W
k 

8 

Oct 17 Unit 32 - 34 – Volcanoes, Earthquakes, and 
Faults 

 

Oct 19 Earthquakes (online film)  
Oct 21 Midterm Midterm 

W
k 

9 

Oct 24 Units 35 - 36 –Landforms; Weathering 
Processes 

 

Oct 26 Unit 37 – Mass Movements  
Oct 28 Unit 38 - Water in the Lithosphere Canvas quizzes 

W
k 

10
 Oct 31 Unit 39 - Slopes and Streams  

Nov 2 Unit 40 & 41 - Fluvial Landforms  
Nov 4 Unit 43 – 45 - Glacial Erosion, Deposition, and 

Landscapes 
News article 2; 
Canvas quizzes 

  



 6 

W
k 

11
 Nov 7 Unit 47 - Wind as a Geomorphic Agent  

Nov 9 Unit 48 & 49 – Coastal Processes, Landforms 
and Landscapes 

 

Nov 11 Soils (online film) Canvas quizzes 
W

k 
12

 Nov 14 Unit 21 – Formation of Soils  
Nov 16 Unit 22 & 23 – Properties, Classification and 

Mapping of Soils 
 

Nov 18 Unit 24 - Biogeographic Processes Canvas quizzes 

W
k 

13
 

k  Nov 21 Biomes of Utah  
Nov 23-25 Thanksgiving break (no class) Canvas quizzes 

W
k 

14
 Nov 28 Ecosystems and Ecology (online film)  

Nov 30 Unit 25 – The Global Distribution of Plants  
Dec 2 Unit 26 – Zoogeography: Spatial Aspects of 

Animal Populations 
News article 3; 
Canvas quizzes 

W
k 

15
 Dec 5 Earth and the Human Denominator  

Dec 7 Final exam review 10:00 – 11:00 am via Zoom 
 - post questions in Canvas Discussions 

Canvas quizzes 

 Dec 12-16 Final Exam – take by 5:00 pm Dec 16  
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